
Helping your child with spelling  

English spelling can be confusing. There are 44 sounds (phonemes) in the English 

language but only 26 letters to represent these sounds.  

Words don't always look as they sound or sound as they look. For example, 'rough' 

and 'bough' look as if they should rhyme but are pronounced differently. So it is 

important that children learn the sounds of words and are able to break up words into 

separate sounds.  

Early phonics work concentrates on this. It's also important that children develop a 

visual memory for words to enable them to judge if a word 'looks right'.  

To spell well, a child needs to:  

• Be able to break a word into its separate sounds  

• Know which letters represent the sounds  

• Recall tricky words  

• Know when to use the appropriate word (e.g. 'meet' or 'meat')  

• Look for links between words according to meaning (e.g. 'warrior' and 'war') 

 

Many of the spelling patterns that the children will learn include 

• Spelling words using different graphemes (set of letters) for similar sounds such 

as ‘igh’ in light, ‘y’ in sky and ‘ie’ in tie 

• Words using prefixes and suffixes 

• Words that are often misspelt  

• Letter strings, e.g. /shun/ - station, passion, magician 

• Homophone words (their, there, they’re) 

• Words containing silent letters 

• Using morphology and etymology in spelling 

 

Useful websites if you would like further information 

 

 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-spelling/ 

 

https://dyslexia-assist.org.uk/for-parents/how-can-i-help-my-child-with-their-

spelling-and-grammar/ 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/skillswise/spelling/z6c6d6f 
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Further ideas  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling word list for Year 3 and Year 4 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling word list for Year 5 and Year 6 

 
 

 


